
 
 
 

 
The Suffering Church - Smyrna October 22, 2017 
Revelation 2:8-11 Community Group Discussion Questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ICEBREAKER (5-10 Minutes) 

1. Share your name and answer the following icebreaker:  
o What are one or two of your most used phone apps?  
o If you don’t have a smart phone, what is your favorite way to waste time? 

 
OPENING THE DISCUSSION (5-10 Minutes) 

2. Looking back at your program notes or the Northridge App notes from this week’s 
teaching, what one thing most resonated with or challenged you? 

3. Memorizing scripture can help us drown out our fear with faith.  
o Do you have a favorite verse or part of the Bible that you have memorized or has 

helped you? 
4. Drew shared that “Jesus meets us right where we are.” 

o When was a time in your life where you found that to be true for you? 
5. The enemy uses pain to destroy our faith, but God uses pain to build our faith. 

o How has the pain in your own life impacted your faith? 
 
DIGGING DEEPER (10 Minutes) 

6. Read Jesus’ letter to the church in Smyrna found in Revelation 2:8-11. 
o How would you summarize Jesus’ point from these verses? 

7. Read James 1:12. 
o How should God’s promise from this verse impact how we view suffering? 

8. Read 1 Peter 5:9. 
o How might knowing we are not alone in suffering help us? 

 
APPLYING IT (10-20 Minutes)  

9. Drew asked the question, “What are you facing that is more than you can take?” 
o How would you answer that question?  

10. Drew shared that as a Christian we need to put our life on the line; that our life 
belongs to God and we need to deny ourselves, pick up our cross, and follow 
Jesus. 

o What are some ways you can better live for God rather than yourself?  
 
COMMUNION/PRAYER (10-20 Minutes) 

 Take the last 10-20 minutes of group to celebrate Communion together as a group. 

 You can do this as one large group, or you could also do this in smaller prayer 
groups. 

 Download the Communion Instructions Here: http://bit.ly/CGCommunion  

PLEASE READ BEFORE LEADING DISCUSSION 

 Recommended questions are highlighted in bold, but select 5 or 6 questions you 
think will work best for your group discussion. You likely won’t have time to 
discuss all of the questions so choose which questions you will ask ahead of 
time and make sure to provide plenty of time to focus on the application 
questions. 

 Feel free to edit or reword questions to best fit your group. 

 You may want to print out copies of this document for everyone so they can 
follow along with the questions as you read them.  

 Check out this Facilitation Guide (http://bit.ly/CGFacilitationGuide) for tips on 
leading good discussions. 

http://bit.ly/CGCommunion
http://bit.ly/CGFacilitationGuide

